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Chranime morské zelvy
Hana Vasina Svobodova zaloZila projekt Chranime
morské Zelvy, ktery ve spolupraci s mistnimi
organizacemi pred pytlaky chrani plaze na Sesti mistech
v Indonésii a na dvou mistech na jihu Sri Lanky. Ochranafi
prenasi vejce do bezpeci a hned po vylihnuti pousti
malé Zelvy do more. Od roku 2014 se podafilo vypustit
vice nez 4 500 000 Zelv a toto Cislo kazdy den
stoupa. Kromé primé ochrany lihnich plazi se projekt
vénuje vzdélavani a rozvoji mistnich obyvatel. ProtoZe
o zefektivnéni ochrany morskych Zelv usiluje celosvétove,
spolupracuje s viadami i s dalSimi ochranarskymi
organizacemi. Vice informaci najdete na

WWW.MORSKEZELVY.CZ

Save the Sea Turtle

Hana Vasina Svobodova is the woman behind a project
called Save the Sea Turtle which works with local
organizations to protect beaches from poachers in

six locations in Indonesia and two in the south of Sri

Lanka. Conservationists transfer the eggs to safety and
immediately after they hatch they release the baby

turtles into the sea. Since 2014, they have managed to

release over 4 500 000 turtles and that number grows
every day. In addition to protecting the beaches where
turtles hatch, the project is also involved in education and
development involving local people. As it strives to
improve sea turtle protection worldwide, the organisation
works with governments and other conservation bodies.
You can find more information at

WWW.SAVETURTLE.NET
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fadé Zelvy ohrozuje vSudyptitomna klimatickd zmeéna.
,Kvili tani ledovct se zvysuje hladina mofi, kterd pak
ukrajuje pisecné plaze, na kterych zelvy kladou vejce, *
popisuje Hana Vasina Svobodova, kterd zaloZila organiza-
ci Chranime motské Zelvy.

A jesté jeden, na prvni pohled kuriézni, dopad kli-
matickd zména na zelvy ma: Jejich pohlavi zavisi na
tom, v jakych teplotach se nachdzi vajicko, ze kterého
se vylihnou. Kdyz je chladnéji, vylihne se samec. Ve
vyssich teplotdch na svét pfijdou samicky. A pokud
teplota presdhne 35 °C, nevylihne se vtbec nic. ,Proto
se v nasich ochranatskych projektech snazime hnizda
zastinit, aby v nich ptilisné horko nebylo,“ prozrazuje
ochranarka Zelv.

ZELVU S| PROHLEDNETE,

ALE NESAHEJTE NA NI

A jak se tedy pfi setkani s zelvami chovat? ,Tteba na
Zakynthosu funguje koordinovand ochrana, na vybra-
nych plézich tak naptiklad plati zakaz zapichovani slu-
necnikt do pisku. Jinak hrozi, Ze Zelvi hnizdo s vajicky
propichnete. Samoztejmosti pak je, Ze na plazi nenechate
nepotfadek. Odpadky totiz vytvéareji prekazky, které cer-
stvé vylihla mlddata musi pfi cesté do mote prekondvat,
coz ale zvysuje pravdépodobnost, Ze je ulovi predator,*
vysvétluje Hanka.

Nejvetsi zazitek je vidét Zelvu plavat v moti. ,Setkani
s plavajici zelvou si vychutnejte. Tfeba ze tii metrt ji
pozorujte, prohlédnéte si ji, ale nesnazte se k ni priblizit
na kratsi vzddlenost a prondsledovat ji. Urcité se ji ne-
dotykejte. V opacném ptipadé bude vystresovand a bude
mit tendenci mavat ploutvemi a vysmeknout se vam,
upozoriuje ochrandrka.

Opatrni budte i pti fizeni motorové lodi nebo vodniho
skutru. Pripadnd srazka Zelvu osklivé porani nebo rovnou
zabije. Je tedy dobré dodrzovat rychlost a v pfipadé spat-
feni zelvy i dostate¢nou vzdalenost nékolika metrt od ni,
abyste se srazce vyhnuli.

Zelvy vétsinu svého zivota travi v hloubkach sirého
mote, ke bfehtim ptiplouvaji v dobé pateni a kladeni
vaji¢ek. V Evropé je to zpravidla mezi cervnem a srpnem,
mlddata se pak lihnou ptiblizné do poloviny zati.

PODPORUIJTE SPRAVNOU OCHRANU

Zelvy byvaji turistickym lakadlem, a tak se ochranatska
centra Casto snazi své brany otevtit i navstévnikiim. Tady
ale Hana Vasina Svobodova zdviha varovny prst: ,V Evropé
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last but not least, turtles are under threat from climate
change. “Because of melting glaciers, sea levels are rising,
and this reduces the size of sandy beaches where turtles
lay their eggs,” explains Hana Vasina Svobodovd, founder
of an organization called Save the Sea Turtle.

And there’s one more, at first glance rather curious,
impact of climate change on turtles: Their gender
depends on the temperature of the eggs from which they
hatch. When it’s cool, the baby turtles are males and
when the temperature is higher then females hatch. And
when it’s 35°C or more, the eggs do not hatch at all. “For
this reason, our conservation projects try to create shade
for the nests so that they do not become too hot,” reveals
the turtle conservationist.

LOOK BUT DON'T TOUCH!

So what should you do if you happen to meet a turtle?
“For instance, on Zakynthos there’s a coordinated
conservation effort and on selected beaches there’s a ban
on sticking sun shades into the sand. These can pierce
eggs in a turtle’s nest in the sand. Naturally you shouldn’t
leave a mess behind on the beach. Rubbish creates
obstacles that newly hatched young have to overcome

on their way to the sea and that increases the likelihood
they’ll be eaten by a predator,” explains Hanka.

Seeing turtles at sea is a wonderful experience.
“Encountering a turtle swimming in the sea is wonderful.
You should observe them from no closer than three
metres. Watch them but don’t get too close or chase
them. Refrain from touching them. If you do, turtles can
become stressed and have the tendency to wave their fins
to escape,” warns the conservationist.

You should also be careful when driving a motorboat
or water scooter. Hitting a turtle can cause bad injuries
or even death. It’s a good idea to keep your speed down
and if you see a turtle, stay several metres away from it
to avoid accidents.

Turtles mostly spend their lives in the depths of the
open sea, only coming to the shore to mate and to lay
their eggs. In Europe this usually happens between June
and August, with eggs hatching by mid-September.

SUPPORTING THE RIGHT CONSERVATION EFFORTS
Turtles are often a tourist attraction which means
conservation centres try to open their doors to visitors.
This is where Hana Vasina Svobodova sounds a warning:
“In Europe it’s not really a problem, but in Asia we
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Pozorovat Zelvi mlad‘ata, jak po vylihnuti Po vylihnuti se Zelvi mladé mi ostat do vody co
b&Zi k mori, je nezapomenutelny zazitek / nejrychleji. Nebezpeti ¢iha vsude... / On hatching,
Watching baby turtles as they run for the sea baby turtles have to get to the water as quickly
after hatching is an unforgettable experience i

A
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Zelvy kladou vajicka tam, kde se samy vylihly.
Budou se mit dnesni mladata kam vratit? /
Turtles lay.their eggs where they hatched. Will
today’‘s hatchlings have somewhere to return to?
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to prili§ problém neni, ale tfeba v Asii ¢asto narazime na
centra, kterd se sice tvafi jako ochrandtskd, ale opak je
pravdou. Nejsnadnéji je poznate podle bazénkl s malymi
zelvickami. Takzvani ochranafi cerstvé vylihlé Zelvicky
vybiraji z hnizd a umisti do bazénk, kde se na né mohou
podivat turisté. Za urcity poplatek dokonce mutzete Zel-
vicku vypustit do mote, a to klidné za horkého poledniho
slunce. Zkuste se v poledne projit bosou nohou po pisec-
né plazi... Zelvi mladé jesté nema zcela vyvinuty krunyt,
a tak se osklive spali.”

Provozovatelé téchto center argumentuji tim, Ze
v bazénku Zelvicka zesili, a 1épe se tak ubrani preda-
torim. S tim Hanka razantné nesouhlasi: ,V klidném
bazénku zelvim mladatim zakrni svaly, takze pak
nedokazou prekonat moiské viny. Navic se Zelvdm
v bazénech spravné nevyvinou plice a nenaudi se hle-
dat prirozenou potravu. Ve vysledku je tak preddtoti
dostanou naservirované jak na zlatém podnose...“ Proto
Hanka radi se takovym centrim obloukem vyhnout.
Smirlivéjsi je akorat k Zelvim nemocnicim - bazéntim
s dospélymi viditelné poranénymi zelvami, které by
v moti nepfezily.

CESTUJTE ODPOVEDNE

Pfi vypisovdni toho, co zelvdm vadi, jsme vynechali jesté
jeden aspekt — a to piilisny turisticky ruch. Zelvy pro
sva hnizda potfebuji piscité pldze. Ty jsou ale dost ¢asto
obestavéné hotely a resorty. Problémem je jejich silné
osvétleni. KdyZz se mala Zelva vylihne, orientuje se praveé
podle svétla. Do vinku md déno, Ze mote je diky hvézd-
nému nebi svétlejsi nez husty prales za plazi. Pravé takto
vi, kam se vydat. JenZe kdyz hotely silné sviti, zelvy se
vydaji k nim, namisto do more.

,Dobré resorty si to uvédomuji, a proto se snazi svétla
ztlumit a okna zatemnit. Nékdy dokonce poradaji no¢ni
pozorovani zelv. Turisté si na celovce zapnou cervené
svétlo, které zZelvam nevadi, a pozoruji zelvy pti kladeni
vajicek. Dokonce maji moznost si vypustit zelvi mladé
do mote hned po jeho vylihnuti. Na rozdil od bazénko-
vych center vypousténi probihd vzdy k veceru kolem
osmnacté hodiny a pozdéji, kdy je pisek chladny. To je
neskutecny zazitek,“ rikd Hanka zasnéné.

Krasny pocit umocni jesté jedna zajimava informace:
Ackoli ne viechna Zelvi mlddata se doziji dospélosti, ta,
kterym se to podati, se asi za tficet let vrati na stejnou
plaz, kde se vylihla. V jakém stavu ji najdou? =
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often encounter centres that appear to be involved in
conservation, but the exact opposite is the case. You
can easily recognize them by the pools containing
small turtles. These so-called conservationists take
newly hatched baby turtles from nests and put them
in pools where tourists can see them. For a fee you
can even release a baby turtle into the sea, even in the
hot midday sun. Try and walk at midday with bare
feet on a sandy beach... Baby turtles are not yet fully
developed and can get burnt*.

Those who run these centres argue that the turtles
grow stronger in these pools and better able to
defend themselves against predators. Hanka strongly
disagrees: “In a still pool, baby turtles lose muscle
mass and then cannot handle waves at sea. On top of
that, turtles’ lungs don’t develop right in pools and
they also don’t learn to look for their natural food. The
result is that they come to predators served on a silver
platter...” For these reasons, Hanka advises people not
to frequent these centres. She is less scathing about
turtle hospitals — pools with visibly injured adult
turtles that would not survive at sea.

TRAVELLING RESPONSIBLY

When listing what bothers turtles, we failed to mention
another aspect — tourism. Turtles need sandy beaches
for their nests, but these are often surrounded by hotels
and resorts. Their bright lights are a problem. When
turtles hatch, they find their way by light. It is a given
that the sea is brighter than the dense forest behind
the beach against the starry sky. That’s how they
know which way to go. But hotels are often brightly
illuminated and the turtles head towards them instead
of the sea.

“Good resorts realise the problem and try to dim the
lights and black out windows. Sometimes they even
organise nighttime turtle watching trips. Tourists have
red head lamps that don’t bother the turtles and watch
them laying their eggs. They even get the chance to
release baby turtles into the sea just after hatching.
Unlike pool centres this always occurs in the evening
around 6pm or later when the sand is cool. It’s an
incredible experience,” says Hanka reflectively.

Another interesting piece of information makes the
feeling all the more intense: Although not all baby
turtles will live to adulthood, those that do will return
to the same beaches where they hatched in about thirty
years. But in what state will they find them? =



